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Sometimes this inability to react quickly is characteristic
of all responses, and sometimes it is true only in special
fields.

That slowness of mental reactions is sometimes the
explanation of seeming general incapacity is illustrated
by the following case:

Case 28. Arthur R., 17 years old, was a boy who had
exceedingly good educational advantages, but he was
considered by his family and his teachers, and so ul-
timately by himself, to be a failure. Because of his
poor school record and his general slowness, his quick-
minded family categorized him as innately stupid, and
now, at this late age, desired a study made of his difficulties
and educational possibilities.

Mental tests given to this young man showed a sig-
nificant difference from normal achievement, not so
much because of inability to succeed with the problems
and tasks, but because of the unusually long time the
performance nearly always required. This characteristic
was even evident when Arthur was working with concrete
material, though less so than with abstract; perceptions
of form and of relationships of form were accurate but
slow. In problems dealing with the concrete he learned
fairly readily and retained what he learned. His apper-
ceptions, though normal, were exceedingly slow; his
record on the pictorial completion test indicates that he
required at least twice the amount of time that is or-
dinarily needed by a normal person of Arthur's age.
When the task was completed, however, no errors were
made. It was interesting to compare results on memory
tests for logical material with memory span and to inter-
pret the distinct difference that was found. On the
former far better results were achieved than on the latter.
On tests for logical material, the reproduction does not
follow as quickly as in tests for memory span. The sub-